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=" Iwill choose you over anyone else again

The period that carnation demand reaches the peak annually is

here. Ever since I started working, I realised that mummy was

especially happy whenever she received the flowers delivered to

her office. Despite being a mother for the past thirty-two years,

the youthful heart in her still fluttered whenever she received

flower from the receptionist and walked back to her desk under

the eyes of her co-workers. For her annual moment of glam, I

never fail to order a bouquet of overpriced carnations every May

despite my mother's objection saying that it's a waste of money. In

case you are wondering, I do get reimbursement from my younger

brother because we technically share our mother? As you may

have already guessed, my mother is a working mum. She is not your usual mother who cooks and washes

every day. Being a mischievous child, my mother spent a lot of time disciplining me rather than cuddling

and kissing me like what I watch on television. Caning for reasons varying from undesirable test results

to bullying the brother kept mine cane marks on the back shin permanently red. My mother was never

my number one growing up when I was always falling behind her Virgo's expectations. It was an endless

pursuit of meeting the impossible high targets set by my mother and our relationship was strained from

the countless round of negotiations to meet her expectation against mine, reality. Our relationship only

improved after the day she had a scheduled surgery. The surgery exceeded the stipulated duration got me

very worried and a sudden thought was: "What happened? Is she in a dangerous situation? Am I going to

lose her?". T come to realised that she has been my life compass and I never felt more lost. Thank Goddess

Guanyin, the surgery ended with a good note. After that fateful day, I learned that my birth was supposed

to be a natural birth but unfortunately my umbilical cord was tangled around my neck at the thirteenth

hour of labour and the gynae decided to do an emergency caesarean to save me. This decision has caused

my mother's health to suffer ever since. Hearing this, I realised how much I was loved and swore to make

up for the lost years with my mom. I learned to put myself in her shoes and think from her perspective.

I understood her better and the friction between us reduced greatly. My mother is now my best friend

whom I can talk about anything under the sun to. The daughter, aka me have grew to be matured, but my

mother on the other hand is growing in the opposite direction psychologically and this actually made us

closer than ever. Not like I am given a choice of choosing my own mother but if I'm given a chance, I will

choose her over anyone else again and again. I love you mummy! Gt AF-al| ! fiff} > FRELL |
~HI 1T EHEHIREE
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= Your existence gives me strength

Everyone knows "Mother" is the only one who loves us
unconditionally and is willing to sacrifice herself for us.
This special day reminds us to appreciate their existence
and honor their motherhood. Since I was a single child,
I was selfish by getting all the love without sharing, and
I did everything without considering the feelings of my
parents. An experience which led me reconsider my
behavior was when my mother suddenly lost her hearing
due to hyperglycemia.
Unfortunately, when the
doctor said her hearing
would never be recovered for
the rest of her life, my tears
were coming down without
knowingly and I felt like my
world has fallen apart but I
was surprised by seeing her
fearless expression. Being as
a mother, she never shows
her vulnerable and helpless
side. It is distressing to see
our beloved one suffering as
we are incapable of helping
and it pains me more to
see her being deliberately
strong. I try to spend my
time by listening to her
and exchanging our ideas
as she might feel lonely
due to inconvenience of
communicating. I would
take this opportunity
to express my love and
gratitude to my mother as it
is difficult to say it in person
for a variety of reasons,
"Happy Mother's Day Mum,
you are the strongest person
I've ever met. Thank you
for all your support and
guidance throughout my life.
And the most precious thing
that ever happened to me is
being born as your daughter"
and "I LOVE YOU".
~IEAT REAEIEEER

ERIEE

BB - (R

*
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- My Mother's eyes

My family used to live in a poor rural area of the North, and
we did the farming all year round. My mother was a beauty in
the village when she was young, she was pretty with sparkling
eyes like the golden rice season, which was her image to a
child like me at that time. But the poor life made my mother's
skin no longer smooth, her hands were calloused for letting
us have fully meals. And poverty makes people think less
clearly, my father became a patriarchal husband and domestic
abuse. I saw my mother cring. Her eyes glittered with tears,
she looked at me and comforted
"Don't worry, because of you, I'm
fine. I'm in pain a little bit, I'm
just crying a little bit more." Our
life was full of difficulties, but my
mother still taught us to study
hard, to be filial, to be polite, to
appreciate everything we have so
that we can escape poverty and
have a good life in the future.
My mother has always been the
same, always gave the children
the best, even in the most difficult
times. Mother is still the one
who comforts and protects us. It
seems that God understands and
does not disappoint my mother.
At the age of nearly 70, her hair
has turned gray, her skin is no
longer smooth, but her face still
looks happy and always has a
bright smile with affectionate
eyes, peacefully living a happy life
with children and grandchildren.
As the saying goes "Eyes are the
windows to the soul." Yes, my
mother's eyes are no longer as
bright as they used to be, but her
eyes are still full of her love for us.
That soul is as abundant as the
ocean, as in the song "Mother's
Heart" by the musician Y Van:
"A mother's heart is as vast as the
abundant Thai Binh sea."
"A mother's love is like a sweet
gentle stream."
~[FIZRAT BRIERE R E B
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© Your unconditional love and patience

My Mom's a multi-skilled woman because she does all things for me. I'd

like to make Mom happy by obey her guidance and be a good son and

never hurt her. She advises me 4 sublime states to be a human: Loving-

Kindness, Compassion, Empathetic Joy and Equanimity. She wants me

to be a responsible person by solving problems peacefully and should

do good deeds without want to get good results in return. She never

scolds me and I rarely see her sadness. But one day I had an accident,

she worried about me the most. After getting better, I asked her "Mom,

are you mad at me?" She answered "I'm not mad at you. Your life is the most important thing, you are still alive and
your safety calms my fears." My mom's love likes a blessing by God. She's a precious gift which I need to keep loving
and caring. Raising me was not easy and I'd like to thank for all your unconditional love and patience! You mean so
much to me, Mom. I love you with all my heart!
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Our numerous memories

A Few days ago, I saw a video related to the job application
interview. In the beginning, the interviewer explains about
the working hour "It will cover from day to night, Sunday
to Saturday, and 24 hours per day. Furthermore, there's
no day off, sick leave or vacation involved. As for work
responsibility, it is guaranteed that all employees would
be extremely exhausted." Not surprisingly, most of the
applicants thought it was a joke and were curious about
the salary. The interviewer then answered "Unfortunately,
this is not a joke, and, for your curiosity, this is work with
no payment. However, countless people are taking this
position without any complaint." Every audience including
myself thinks it is impossible, but it is not. This job is taken
from the one we are all familiar with- Mother.
While I recall my whole life, my mom indeed takes all responsibilities to raise me up. I rarely see her
taking a rest. When I studied aboard is the period that I realized how important my mom is. I missed her
spending sleepless time while I fell sick. It's my first time adapting to diverse situations independently.
For example, I had classes starting from morning to evening. While I was back at the accommodation,
I needed to do laundry and prepared for the meal. During the holiday, I needed to clean up my room
and ran errands, such as buying school supplies. At that time, I wondered how it is possible my mom
arranges everything at the same time.
I am grateful to my mom for her support. She is a teacher accompanying my study; she is a friend,
motivating me never to submit in difficult times. She is always there no matter what the circumstances.
Her persistence, dedication and devotion deeply affect me. She is like a light and guides me in the dark.
This unconditional love is not expected in return. I am glad we create numerous memories together-
memories that will live in my heart throughout my lifetime.
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I love you forever. No matter where or when, I will always be there. I want to take care of
you forever. No matter where or when, our hearts will always be together. I wouldn't be

where I am today without you. I will just want to let you know that I'm so proud to be your
daughter. I love you, my dearest Mother. T B EE

EIER1T2022 57 B4 HI

27



28

Heartwarming [REEESR

*

(3P

i F H
it/ N KO FEEEEGRT » A1 » B4

B FRE EREFHEEX > FRR GEHRE
BRARE  RERAK: THRETERATH®RT?, TR
ARERE? , TREWRTE > FIERET - @
T REHBRNERES > CRETCHRAFER - K
kR > EEHRMRME > TS EEF - BE
FREARIE—MFA  BRTEEC—EFHM
BMANAE  G—EEHBRETE=  FEREA
RBARAME > A ARRBEE -

~RE6fE AR NENEE
PBREHEANGHE - ERERES BEERA
Rl Bl 4G 7Tt E A2 2K o WATEE > 22—
SRR RE > R A RN IR R %7 > 3
ARE MOBER LA - A B0 - AFIRERT
Kt L RN R SR O
BRAEOH  PUREREFIATRYE - R EE
E2A (WP

|

~EALT MR H

T

& AR R IEE

&

FEBEGE R EE  RAESTENTEL - B
PR T IR RIFE O 0 BEARTREIS AN B SR
5 0 I IEAE RESATRIZIZK
[EIF8E 9] B CAESMYEE T O - B TEERZ
THREE) SaIaE - WIRRF B EREE S » &
R BT RS g T S AR
ZETHE > ARESHEBERGEER > 55557t
mENELS > ERGTIMMENE - MAEHTRE
Rtz TERSHNEC @ Mtk HE-EMNE
SRAHY
BEBETEIARATRE 73 R B O H R AR B S
A 0 FETEASUE A S BNt - R RERIR PR3
BRI - SIS AREAEE - RBREE
breg |

~HEST REIEFRER

ERIBE

o IFINARIZIEBOOHE

B - FESIKE
*

REEAESRHIZHE » B T EEFPIRDS o /R - BERIRY

ERETHHRER > — R ANELRESEAT > HE
HRBRIRAREE - SR - REHATE R
2z g AL E P B B HE R B R TAE > M AER
A BAE S EIRERE AR iR EE AR o B3¢
1% o RERIRYE SR BARRETT RIS EE
EHREARFBIE LN - #a > &F > SRR
NARSELF » THEZ1R > NMEMEE > RSN
o R SRR R Z IR A THTHIRKE o
BB AR BRI BIREN > H R AR ERA
R BRI GRRRERDL A SR ORPIaE
JERGESHRE A > EfMELREERNEE 2
Fa BREFAFROEDL - ROk EWS ERERIE
(EEDE - BERFIEZ] > FESE S 2R tiE - AEA
TR > IRFRFRIZ P TR o

© Sweetie welcome home

I have never heard a spring.

And T have never seen a spring.

Since I was leaving you.

Even though there could be windy and rainy, it is the

spring in all expect cause the golden halos of creatures.

Convallaria majalis told me that they were irrigated by

someone like me,

Raspberry told me that they were cropped by someone

like me,

And even the arrogant bees buzzed to me that they had

awonderful accommodation with someone like me.

I still haven't seen any spring.

I asked the wind, where was the outset I can departure on the train to me that one like me. The wind
said may be track alongside of river.

I asked the river at the confluence of every river, where was the train that can take me anywhere and
see anyone. The rivers said may follow the most melodious sound of us you heard.

Finally, I followed the quiet and gentle river to the flatland, the white Unicorn gave me a kiss said:
sweetie welcome home.

I woke up abruptly, I saw a spring.

Mother was saying: sweetie welcome home.

I

~BEAT BT 8
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© A Mother's Day letter to myself

I remembered that I was out on an overseas trip for the first

time with my family. That day, we passed by a pharmacy. I have

no idea what had gone into me when I went into the pharmacy

and grabbed a pregnancy test kit, paid and left without anyone

noticing. I wasn't myself for the whole day as I couldn't wait to

head back to the hotel to test, because not knowing the result

was eating me alive! I dashed straight into the bathroom with

the kit that I bought earlier on. My heart was in my mouth while

I was going through the test. Soon enough, the lines appeared.

My heart sank. I did not know what to do or how to face my

mother. Even though my family wasn't the most traditional

kind, T thought that I brought shame to them. I hid in the bathroom for a good amount of time, till I heard
the most familiar voice calling out to me. "Angel, are you okay?" At this point, I couldn't contain myself
any longer. I opened the door and bawled my eyes out the moment I saw my mother. I told her what had
happened and to my surprise, she comforted me. She gave me words of encouragement instead of chiding
me. She knew I was in pain even before I said anything about it. She taught me to be a positive person and
take life head-on. There and then, T knew that's the kind of mother I wanted to be when my kid grows up;
the same kind of support my mother gives me every now and then. The moment when we were back in
Singapore, my mother made an appointment with her longtime friend who happens to be a gynecologist.
We did an ultrasound scan to be sure and that was the first time the both of us heard the little heart beating
so strongly. That instant, I've made the decision to keep the child no matter what may come and the rest
are history! Fast forward to many years later, my daughter grew up to be a young fine lady. I just wanted
to let my daughter know that you are truly God's gift to me. I wouldn't be me without you- thank you for
being a part of my life, and allowing me to learn how to be a better parent every day. And to my mother
who has always loved me, supported me, and prayed for me; these have protected me from any difficulties
in life. Thank you for being so patient with me, and for supporting and loving me despite my faults.

. ~ T Beze Bt s
o
o Ilove you so much

A big family has never been easy for parenthood, especially

coming from a humble family like mine. Being the youngest

child in the family, I was ignorant and spoilt, always seeking

for monetary leisure, adding to the heavy load of my family.

However, my mother had always given the best to me, even if

it would meant a less meal for her. In order to gave my siblings

and I a better environment, she worked tireless day and night

and eventually, she felt sick after years of hardship.

This news came to me like a bolt from the blue, I have never

imagined the superwoman in my life succumbed to illness,

which my mother had kept as a secret for as long as possible

she could because she did not want us to bear the pain with her.

I hated myself so much at the moment for not being around

her when she needed me the most, supporting her in any way I could have done. She was hospitalized for
months, going in and out of the operation theatre. This was a wakeup call for me, to start spending more
time with my mother and family, accompanying and learning to appreciate them instead of staying out
every day. I could not imagine losing her, my dearest person in my life. I was overjoyed that eventually she
overcame the physical pain, going through operations and chemotherapies and at the same time, mentally
fighting the illness so that she could continue spending the rest of her life with her family and children. I
am a person who is shy of expressing emotions, but here I just want to tell my mother and my family that I
love them so much. Thank you, my most important person in my life!

~HINBAT LA E B ER R
ERIBE
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W A Parent

It says the "only" time your mother smiled when you cried,

was that you came right out of her womb and born in the

world.

By the age my brain has started developing, I remembered

vividly the scene of a woman losing her husband but also

the way she wiped away her tears and gasped her breath.

It was as if I could hear how she was reminding herself to

stay strong in front of the two kids whom she has to bring

up alone for the rest of her life.

People said it was not easy to raise a child alone, and she

had to raise two. So I wanted to make it easily for her. I

was lucky to be born at an era where educated person

can get through their way and make life better. I was even

luckier to have a mother who knew about it and thrived

her best to send us to the best school in our country and later abroad, to give us education instead of
wealth which can run out gradually. She was smart to know that education alone wasn't enough, so
she used her love and care, trained our emotional quotient to face any difficulties bravely.

Was it easy for her to do it for 16 years alone? I supposed not. Some people joke I have a strong heart
like a man, hands rough like a man, and a mindset sharp like a man. I have to grow well, because I
was trained by a woman taking the responsibilities of a father and a mother, showing us a woman
can be as strong and even stronger than a man. And now that I have entered my mid 20's, I challenge
myself that I must become a great gardener who knows how to nurture her seeds to make them
flourish beautifully.

~ T VRS R
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)6{4‘ My Second Mother

Today I would like to write about
"My Second Mother- who I call
Mother-in-Law", although she
didn't give birth to me, but her love
for me is beyond words. "There are
things that can only be felt with
the HEART." I'm very lucky to have
found a second family with people
who always love, care and worry
about me like their own relatives
and especially to find a "Second
Mother- Mother-in-Law" who is
always considerate, take care of
me when I'm tired. And sometimes
my husband even jokes that "I
don't know, I am mother's child or
you are mother's child." Actually,
my time here is not long but not
too short. It's enough for me to
feel Mom's love and sacrifices for
family. Mom does not say much,
but everything is shown through
her actions, through her daily care
and concern. Especially for me, a
clumsy person in the kitchen, but

*

Mom never scolded or complained about anything. Mom is always considerate, teaching me little by little, bit
by bit. And Mom always admonished that "in the family where someone speaks, someone listens, everyone
talks and no one listens, sooner or later the bad things will happen." Thank "God" for giving me a "Second
Mother so wonderful". A kind, benevolent, hard-working mother who always sacrifices for family, husband
and children. Deep in my heart, I always wish Mom to be healthy, happy and fun with children and family.
Especially always have that love for me. Mother-in-law, thank MOM so much- The person I always want to call

"MOM" is not "Mother-in-law".

~FZRT BIREE R
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) “ Letter to Mother

Dear Mom,

It has been 19 years since the day you left me forever. It

is really hard for me to get through the sadness. When it

happened, I was only 12 years old. At the age I still could not

fully understand the pain of losing a beloved one!

Everything happened too quickly. You suddenly lying there

and nothing could save your life. In the house, people rushed

to take care of you and I just sat still to look at you. Nothing

I could help you get well. I was told that mom was going to

die because of lung cancer. I don't remember how exactly I

reacted. At that time, I did not even know what cancer was,

how serious it was! I just felt your pain through your exhausted face. Mom, you must be hurt a lot. After
fighting against the pain in bed for days, you could not say anything to me. Then you passed away when
I was at school. When I heard the news, I rode a bike very quickly to go home with keeping myself from
crying.

Mom, I was really crying as I wrote these words to you. After you were gone, it was such the hard time for
Dad, brothers and me. We does not have any family portrait. But I am so lucky because I still keep an old
picture of you. Now I have become a man, but still and always be your little son, Mom. I wish you were
still here with me, with my family. I wish you could see how much your son has grown and I wish I could
call you "mother" once again.

Your son!

N
i

~FRAT B ETSE

\
/
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xf;‘\i The unique chef

Whenever I think of my mother, the first few images of her that
come into my mind are always her wearing one of her aprons.
Being a mother and a professional school chef, she spends most
of her time in the kitchen. I always find it amazing that she is
able to cook a table of delicious cuisines even when she is given
only very short time to prepare or with limited ingredients
available. She is also always on the constant lookout for new
cooking tips or interesting recipes. Hence, I had the idea that
cooking is one of her hobbies.
However, one day when I asked her about her experience
in attending cooking classes before getting married. To my
surprise, she commented that back then she found it a chore to cook, and even made up her mind that she
would never become a mother and definitely not a chef.
Her comment has made me curious as everyone around us recognizes her as a very good cook. So I
asked her further on why she could cook so well then. She replied that it was because she put in effort to
understand our individual preferences. In addition, as we lived in a small mountainous village, eateries
were not readily available, thus she had to cook for us. Despite being in such situations, she learnt to make
"fancy dishes" including pizzas and croissants to ensure my brother and I were exposed to various types of
cuisines and understood how such food made during our childhood.
Like many Asian mothers, my mother also seldom speaks about her love to us. But I believe it is such
care and love that lies behind every ordinary moment that builds the seemingly usual daily life which is
essential and yet often left unappreciated. Therefore, I have made it a point to remind myself to be in the
moment when I get to spend time with her, be it during a meal or when taking a stroll. If only we pay more
attention and focus, love is always in the air just like the savory aroma of warmly cooked food, on special
occasions and every day.

~HINB AT REEEE

** Unconditional unreserved love from Mama Chu

Mama Chu nurtured 4 children, 3 girls and 1 boy, eldest is 32

me and youngest is 21.

Asian and Australian culture offering the good in both, mom

assists in all what we want to do in life. Fun fact: Moved our

family from New Zealand to Australia for better life choices she

did not have.

Motivates in a moral manner, therefore is a meaningful role

model in life lessons.

Aims for us to achieve work life balance aspirations. Fun fact:

Mom is always supportive of us, last 30 years she has been a full

time mother and waitress.

Committed to her children 100%. Fact: She almost couldn't

make it when giving birth to the youngest child at age 40.

Hardworking, humble, honest and always keeping tradition

culture in mind was learnt from her.

Undivided unlimited love spread to each children equally. Fun fact: We travel as a family every year, but
mom says if one child has other commitments, the whole family does not travel that year.

~BRT REPEER
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ﬁi@ The most important person in my life

My mother was born in farmer family without good livelihood.
Being the 2" of 9 children in family, she had to do almost
everything. She always said "I don't have much money to you,
but I'll try to find for your study because I don't want to see your
future like me now." She's a person who has spent her life to take
care all of us whenever we need and teach me about life lessons
and morality to be a good and respectful person in society.
When I do anything wrong, she encourages me with advices, not
blaming. She took care me very well when I got COVID-19. She cooked food and boiled ginger water for me
3 times/day until I recovered. She's an important person, the best woman, my heroine, because of many
things she does for us. On this special event, I want to say "I really love you mom." I wish I could live with
my mom for 100 years more.
Happy Mother's Day! Wish my mom and all moms to be healthy, happy and long-lived.
~HHZEUCB AT Meach Phearak /¥ #HE (RUHZEEET)
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The Ickabog, the

Bedtime Story
for Kids
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The Ickabog, the Bedtime Story for Kids
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The Ickabog, the Bedtime Story for Kids

VNG S R

B —E@ R K

A > PERA R

HIR SN ST

BlF : BTHE

HH - BIEGR

RE 2P

RAL/DAL ;5 7 7 BHIEATERIEEER - BIEHERAEAK
BHRIEX 5 % 7 RHAPARRK - BB R ERIUR
ERRE ; MEBRRER > MfREER 7
Bk H)—EE R > FRRIEN G AT R B 5K © 182K
BN RS ES N B R A% - BB R AR I
E > ARBIEMIME A ERRIED  FREEZ RPN
iE,dezﬂiﬁ ......

2 — NS REERECRAISEEE » M
I E TR T BRI 2R - it Rrg
[ERI BB G B LRI LR - E R MBS
FHIE o SEREEHIIGIE T » BRARREEA
1~ FEREER 0 FFE T AR AR R
PEEEHNGABE - ACERIRMERGERERF - BE
AT @k 7 o

M BRERSRETRR

ATTERBREIOEI T 55 JA Rk
T o e SRR T8 > T (AT SEPHR &
o MR EAIES AT L 5 o (AR
B EL A » 7 — R S R o

*

*

FEEN
Bt - fhiFIFI &S
BHEEEIEE
—iEITE > HIfE
DARTASHIHZR ~
FeEh o (HEHAR
RTHIARIL » HERH
HZF RSB EE) - BEH OB
BR—MMRH IR - SEHETT FIAT#E
[FlRF S R R A B KRR HE o FERTBESUT X

BAERY > siEMMOEREE N R —EE
RHSFHRE T B gugf-~er - &aMEe
REBFEEFE |

JFARLIZ B R BRI R ERS A
#RIRMY > R R ERAEA > B AR T
HEAEEEE 4 TREAERIFEE RIVE
W) AA s NIERYERR B PR A - ARATIE
ERERIRERS o EEAFREREREE
REPGERBIE - W& S SRRV A E AR AT
#o —i FEAESRATA A > EEEE RN
hE > MEFTTHERAAERENE - RS IKIE
ZTE o ERBIENE ? K88 78— VIR > HIEA
REFFE T © (EfLTERFE B R AR AL
AR AR ? AR FIR 2T A
B NRRVTATA - B R R A R4
A EEENEEA - SEPREEEREE
SRYFIREERIAETS -

EIER1T2022 857 B4 HI

49



fr5e & K< T 89

4 34

@ TweE FTwsMT EwLRSE



